
Dr. Kristen Deom is a third-year resident in Veterinary Anesthesia and Analgesia at Iowa State University
College of Veterinary Medicine. She received her DVM from Purdue University College of Veterinary
Medicine and completed subsequent small animal rotating and small animal surgical specialty internships
in private practice specialty hospitals, developing a strong interest in surgery and anesthesia. Dr. Deom is
a Midwest native and enjoys both the teaching and clinical practice aspects of anesthesia, so she hopes to
work as an anesthesiologist in a university teaching hospital in the Midwest upon completion of her
residency program.

Dr. April Blong is an Iowa native. She completed her DVM at ISU in 2009 and then completed internships at
North Carolina State University and the University of Georgia. Lastly, she completed her Emergency and 
Critical Care residency at Cornell University in 2014 and became a Diplomate of the American College 
of Veterinary Emergency and Critical Care. She is currently a faculty member at ISU and a part time
medical director at IVS. She lives in Ames with her husband and three children. 

Dr. Angie Gearhart is a 1999 graduate of the Louisiana State University School of Veterinary Medicine.
She began her career practicing small animal primary care in Arkansas before relocating to Des Moines,
Iowa in 2007. From 2007 to 2016, Dr. Gearhart served as an emergency veterinarian at a local emergency
veterinary hospital. In 2016, Dr. Gearhart joined an integrative veterinary practice and became a certified
veterinary acupuncturist in 2017. From 2019 through 2026, she served as Medical Director at Iowa
Veterinary Specialties and led the Integrative Care Department. Dr. Gearhart joined Waukee-Clive
Veterinary Clinic in November 2023. In 2024, she was honored as Veterinarian of the Year by the IVMA.
Outside of work, Dr. Gearhart enjoys spending time with her husband, their two adult sons, and their
pets.
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Dr. Jesus Diaz Bujan received his veterinary degree from the University of León (Spain) in 2010, after three
years in small animal practice in the United Kingdom; he completed an internship at the Animal Health
Trust in 2016, followed by an ophthalmology internship at a private referral center in the United Kingdom.
In 2021, he completed a three-year ophthalmology residency program with a Master’s degree at the Royal
Veterinary College, London. After two years working in a private referral hospital in Ottawa (Canada), he
 joined the ophthalmology service at Iowa State University (ISU) as a clinical assistant professor in
September 2023. In his free time, Dr. Diaz enjoys traveling, cooking, and any type of outdoor or indoor
sport, but especially loves basketball.

Dr. Araps received a B.S. in chemistry from Douglass College-Rutgers University and a Ph.D. in organic
chemistry from Princeton University. She has extensive background in organic and photo chemistry and has
authored 16 US patents and numerous publications. President of Prometheus Strategies, Dr. Araps
consults to companies involved in advanced air and surface cleaning technologies. She has overseen third-
party chemical, microbiological and toxicology studies related to photohydrolytic oxidation technology, and
co-authored a study validating its mode of action in the Journal of the Air & Waste Management
Association (2017). Dr. Araps is Chair of the Pyure Company’s Scientific Advisory Board.

Dr. Connie J. Araps



Melissa Kubai, DVM, MS, Diplomate ACVO
Dr. Kubai was born and raised in Wisconsin. She attended undergraduate at Ripon College, where she
majored in Biology and German and participated in varsity college soccer. She attended veterinary school
at University of Wisconsin-Madison, where she began to develop a love of ophthalmology and was
fortunate to participate in ophthalmology research while at University of Wisconsin-Madison. Dr. Kubai
completed a small animal rotating internship at Michigan Veterinary Specialist, followed by an
ophthalmology residency at University of Illinois-Champaign/Urbana. After completing her residency, she
worked at a private specialty practice in Tucson, AZ for 7 years. Dr. Kubai joined the ophthalmology
service at Iowa State University in April 2021 and has been happy to get back to her Midwest roots and has
enjoyed providing mentorship to veterinary students, interns, and residents. Dr. Kubai has strong research
interest in optics and corneal surface diseases across all species. She is particularly passionate in
developing better ways to treat corneal ulcers to minimize corneal fibrosis. When not looking through a slit
lamp biomicroscope, Dr. Kubai is an avid cyclist, participates in triathlons, enjoys a multitude of water
sports (swimming, kayaking, paddle boarding, etc.) along with hiking and backpacking.

Jen Segura, RVT
Jen Segura, RVT is an Iowa native (Cedar Rapids), who has always had a passion for the sciences. As a high
schooler, she was the nerd choosing to skip study hall for an independent study of Anatomy and
Physiology. That passion continued into college, where Jen graduated with a BS - Animal Science Minor in
Pre-Vet. After graduating, she wasn’t sure the veterinary role was the position she wanted to pursue. Jen
looked into graduate school and research, but found her passion in Veterinary Medicine as a technician.
She went to DMACC and is now a Registered Veterinary Technician. Jen has found a particular interest in
Anesthesia and Analgesia in her 7 years of experience, and does everything she can to get more CE in this
area when she has the opportunity. When Jen was a baby tech, she wanted nothing more than to just know
what to do when certain abnormalities or trends presented in her anesthetic patients, when all she felt she
had in front of her was the “Random Number Generator” and the vaporizer dial.

Abby Soderberg, DVM
Dr. Abby Soderberg earned her BS in Animal Science from the University of Minnesota Twin Cities and her
DVM from the University of Wisconsin School of Veterinary Medicine. After graduation, Dr. Soderberg
worked in small animal private practice for 5 years in Zimmerman, MN before taking on the role of
professional consulting veterinarian for the upper Midwest with Hill’s Pet Nutrition in the fall of 2023. She is
excited to use her experience in private practice and Hill’s mission to transform the lives of pets through
nutrition. Outside of work, Dr. Soderberg enjoys traveling, reading, cross stitching, & trying new craft
beers.

Erica Rehnblom, DVM
Dr. Erica Rehnblom is originally from Northern Minnesota, which is where she attended veterinary school.
After veterinary school, she completed a small animal rotating internship at the University of Missouri, a
small animal surgery internship at WestVet in Boise, ID, and now Dr. Rehnblom is the current third year
small animal surgery resident at Iowa State University. After residency, she plans to return home to
Minnesota to practice in the Twin Cities at a specialty hospital.

Sara Shivapour, DVM
Dr. Sara K Shivapour is a native Iowan and graduated from Iowa State University College of Veterinary
Medicine in 2016. She completed a small animal rotating internship at the University of Wisconsin-Madison
in 2017 and was a veterinary specialist-in-training in neurology and neurosurgery and the Royal Veterinary
College from 2017-2019. She returned to ISU for a small animal surgery internship in 2020, after which
time she worked as an emergency veterinarian at ISU for 5 years. She currently serves as a Clinical
Assistant Professor of Surgical Education and Community Outreach at ISU. Her passions include dogs,
hiking, Diet Coke, and talking about neurology and surgery.

Katie Goebel, DVM
Dr. Goebel was raised just outside of Louisville, KY. She pursued her veterinary training at Auburn
University, followed by a rotating internship at a private practice in Chicago, three years of small animal
general practice, and is now to close completion of an Oncology residency at Iowa State University. She
strives to educate general practitioners about common small animal cancers and empower them to
pursue diagnostics and lead treatments. Outside of work, you can find her running local 5ks, hiking, or
biking, or cooking, reading, or napping with her fiancé and four cats, Sherlock, Scarlet, Cece, and Ronald.


